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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSJKAL APPEARANCE ‘ _ T
The "Historic West Eighth Street Historic District" is a Targely residential neighborhood-
including West Eighth and Ninth Streets from Jackson Street on the west side of downtoewn -
Anderson to Henry Street and West Seventh Street from Jackson Street to John Street. ' -

- Most of the buildings in the historic district are large, two and 2 1/2 story hourses in -
~a variety of late Victorian and early twentieth century styles. A few of the hourses, *
particularly on Ninth Street, are older, with Federal plans and detailing. Interspersed
throughout the district are small cottages typical of the late nineteenth century; these -
_generally have gabled facades and stick-work detailing confined to the porches.. There: =
~are several.jnstitutional buildings .in-the district; two-schools-date from the 1890!'s,---. '
- and, two,.churches.were erected in: the,early twentieth century...A wailroad: line LUNS~ v
- through. the historic district; on.West-Eighth Street a commercial-area has-always existed
- at the railroad crossing, but the present buildings generally date from the 1930's <
- and Tater. Near the west end of the district, an apartment complex faces West Eighth .-
- Street but is excluded.from the district;.a.market.at West Eighth Street and Madisen- o
+..Avenue and.a.new church at West Eighth Street and Locust Street-are’the two major recent -
buildings constructed within the district boundaries. TR

~ One of the earliest houses in the district is the Neil McCullough House (226 W. 8th St.),
built in 1870, It is a Targe, square brick house with a three bay facade. The doorway -
- 1in the west bay has a wide single Tight transom panel and narrow sidelights. "The windows,
- which have been infilled to facilitate the adaptive reuse of the house as an arts center, .|
extend to the porch. Both doors and first floor windows have classical surrounds, with =
pilasters supporting flat entablatures. The second floor windows are 1/1 double hung o
sash. The present porch is a two story portico in the Roman Doric order. Fluted columns o
with a marked entasis sit on-a square”plinth; the entablature consists of a narrow Ln
~architeve, broad frieze with a trigtype and metope motif, and a thin, broadly projecting = °
cornice. In-thepediment, a round window is the‘only decoration. On the main block=~ . .-
of the house console brackets springing from an applied frieze band support the broad.
eaves. S Lo o ",;': AR L _ -

Two houses dating from the 1870's are the William H. Brelsford Housé {231 West 8th St.) =
and the Henry House (1323 West 8th St.), both built in 1873. The brelsford House is an = -
L-plan, brick structure with a traditional three bay facade. The entrance in the east R
bay has a mansard roofed canopy supported by elaborately carved brackets. The ground -
floor windows are tall 1/1 doyble hung sash with pedimented heads; the second floor . "
windows are shorter 1/1 double hung sash with the same motif in the heads. An oriel with = -
three double hung sash windows projects from the facade gable. * Above the oriel; a delicate -
stucco-work pattern is applied over the brock. A simple broad frieze is applied over . = -
the brick; the boxed cornice has a detail-Tike bed moulding and projecting crown mould- -
ing. Along the eaves, the frieze and cornice are similar, except the dentil moulding g
is replaced by brackets. Between the wings of the L a two story porch has been screened = ¢
in. " The porch corner posts on the first®floor are similar to the brackets supporting
the canopy over the front door; the second floor posts are plain, and this level is =
probably an addition. v

The Henry House has been altered in the twentieth century. Originally, it was a two;étOry'  
brick, rectangular house with a large and prominent three story, semioctangonal bay in the
facade. The porch, with slender, bracketed posts followed the 1ine of the bay arpund the
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘ o
On March. 31,, 1887, natural gas-was-discovered in Andersen,. Indiana.: - The: news: of-the - -. &
mysterious. fuel..transformed overnight-what-was:a small: tewn into.a center:of-industrys -7
in¥ention,ﬂand:;ransportationx Andersen soon: became: known as "Queen City. of the. Gas.. e
: Be t"" RN S R ) o '4 N PR . Yoo I T B
- arr; P T N s I TP DT SR S AL TR R ey
Utilizatian of natuyral gas.brought men of:vigor,:wealth, and enterprise-into- the: ..... .
commynity.- Many of. those-leaders made their-homes in-the-fashionableiresidential district
of Andersdn Street (now 8th). This tree-shaded boulevard, bound on the north by German -
Street (now 6th) and Washington Street (now 9th) on the south, commemorates the people
and events of Anderson's Gas Boom Era. The splendid houses of the district attest to S
the significant contributions of those who had the structures constructed. o E

PN .
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On May 24,“1887, eleven enterprising citizens organized a Board of Trade to'pfombté .33  HV‘ ;

Anderson to investors and manufactures who desired t
Civic leaders 1iving in the Anderson Street District
Washington Street, the Board President; J.W. Lovett,

o locate in‘the Indiana Gas Belt. =~ . .=
included George Nichol,.137 R
431 Anderson Street, W.S. Diven,'

1107 8th Street; Charles L. Henry,

1323 Anderson Street;:H.J.-Bronnenberg; 405 Washingtonif:

St.

came to enjoy benefits of Anderson's plentiful

Anderson's offer of low-cost fuel attracted factories engaged largely=in-the manUfacturé_Yiff.

of glass, paper, and products made from iron.
glass was produced.

designs originally created in Pennsylvania.
recognized by collectors for if%s high quality,

; James Wellington, 535 8th Street; and Samuel M, Hodson, 410 8th Street. Their effortsa57f
were soon rewarded with establishment of the:first: factory.in the: fa}l :of that year. .
Within a decade, more than forty major factories representing a variety of industries

_ The most notable company was the Wright-Rich Cut Glass Company, .0 ..
which manufactured quality glassware by a unique mass production method for grinding
Today,

and inexpensive fuel. R
Both plain window glass and ornamental R

Wright-Rich cut glass is nationa]]yff,;{f 
distinctive designs, and extraordinary :

craftsmanship, George W. Wright and Thomas R. Wright, both 1iving at 403 Anderson Streef,g}ff
and Hunter Richey, who Tived at 408 Anderson Street, organized the glassworks. ° B

Among several paper and pulp product companies to be established in Anderson was the =~ =

J.W, Sefton Manufacturing Co.
paperboard, this company later

Recognized as one of the early producers of corrugated,'m;fiﬁf 
part of Container Corporation of America, a major

became a

in 1896 Brooks Sefton innovated use

supplier of packaging materials in the Nation.
~of his company's corrugated product as insulation for the
new residence at 332 Anderson Street.

walls and ceilings of his
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